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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
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UNCLAS STATE 231102 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, SEPT. 12. 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL. UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW: 

Q: HODDING, COULD YOU SAY, FOR THE RECORD AT THIS POINT, 

WHAT WEIGHT THE CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN AFRICA NOW HAS ON 
THE QUESTION THAT YOU ANNOUNCED? 

A: AGAIN, WITHOUT WANTING TO GO INTO THAT ONE EXTENSIVELY. 

IT REMAINS A FACTOR. AND. DAVE, GOING BACK TO THE QUESTION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 231102 

YOU ASKED THE OTHER DAY, I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY SIGNIFICANT 
REDUCTION IN THE CUBAN FORCE PRESENCE IN AFRICA. SO, IT 
REMAINS A FACTOR WHICH WE CONSIDER IS AN IMPORTANT ONE. BUT 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF FACTORS. AND THAT IS THE ONLY REASON 
I DON'T WANT TO STRESS IT NOW. 

I HAVE ONE OTHER ANNOUNCEMENT. 

THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES TO DEPLORE THE DETENTION OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENS WITHOUT CHARGE OR RECOURSE TO TRIAL. 

I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THE "DETENTION WITHOUT CHARGE OR RE- 
COURSE TO TRIAL." 

THE LATEST DETENTIONS WHICH OCCURRED EARLY SEPTEMBER 1 1TH 
OF ELEVEN FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE LATE STEVE 
BIKO CAN ONLY EXACERBATE ALREADY STRAINED RELATIONS AMONG 
CITIZENS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY. 

WE HOPE THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WILL IMMEDIATELY 
CHARGE OR RELEASE THEM. 

THE DETENTION, WE UNDERSTAND, TOOK PLACE UNDER THE INTERNAL 
SECURITY ACT. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


(THIS IS NO LONGER AN ANNOUNCEMENT. I AM JUST GIVING YOU 
SOME BACKGROUND.) 

Q: DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY THOUGHTS OR COMMENTS 
ON PRESIDENT CASTRO'S VISIT TO ETHIOPIA? 

A: NO. 

Q: HODDING, NOW THAT YOU HAVE HAD A LITTLE MORE TIME, 

PERHAPS, TO TAKE A LOOK AT THE TRANSCRIPT OF SMITH S RE- 
MARKS AND NKOMO'S REMARKS, ETC., DO YOU HAVE ANY MORE 
PRECISE COMMENT? 
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A: NO, I DON'T. I WAS SURE ONE OF YOU WOULD ASK ME SO 
THAT YOU COULD DO A COMMENTARY ON IT, AND ON WHAT MR. 
MUGABE'S REPRESENTATIVE SAID TODAY IN TAKING ISSUE WITH 
MR. NKOMO. 

I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD ON THAT EITHER. WE 
CONTINUE TO HOPE AND PRESS FOR A MEETING. I WOULD REFER 
YOU TO IT BOTH IN ITS REFERENCE TO THE SUPPORT OF THE 
FRONT LINE STATES FOR AN ALL PARTIES CONFERENCE AND FOR 
SOME REFLECTION, PERHAPS, ON MR. MUGABE'S THINKING. 

BUT THE SITUATION, NONETHELESS, IS NOT CHANGED BY IT 
APPRECIABLY, AND I HAVE NO COMMENT. 

Q: DO YOU STILL FEEL, IN PRINCIPLE, THAT YOU HAVE THE 
AGREEMENT OF BOTH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT AND THE SMITH GOVERN- 
MENT TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE? 

A: NO, I DON'T HAVE THE AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE OF THE 
SMITH GOVERNMENT AT ALL. AND I THINK THAT HAS BEEN CLEAR. 

ON THE PATRITOTIC FRONT, I HAVE TO GIVE YOU WHAT IS 
OBVIOUS, WHICH IS WHAT MR. NKOMO SAID YESTERDAY. WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT HE WILL, AS WILL ALL THE 
PARTIES, INCLUDING THE INTERNAL GOVERNMENT, SEE THE 

WISDOM OF SUCH A CONFERENCE. SO, I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
NEWER THAN THAT. 

Q: WITH REGARD TO THE ALL PARTIES CONFERENCE, PRIOR TO THE 
RECENT INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE THAT HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO 
IN THE LAST COUPLE OF DAYS, ALL OF THE PARTIES, AS I 
UNDERSTAND IT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SMITH’S BLACK PARTNERS 
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IN THE INTERIM SETTLEMENT, HAVE AGREED TO ATTEND SUCH A 
MEETING. 

A: ONE, IT IS TRUE THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT IN TANZANIA 
SAID, YES. IT IS TRUE THE FRONT LINE STATES HAVE URGED 
IT. I AM LESS PRECISE, AND YOU MAY BE ABLE TO OFFER 
ME SOMETHING ON IAN SMITH HIMSELF SAYING THAT HE WOULD GO 
TO SUCH A MEETING WITHOUT THE AGREEMENT.! JUST NEVER HEARD 
THAT SAID. CHRISTOPHER 
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